Transcript Hillary Clinton – Alan Young Conversation (elapsed time @ 5 minutes)

From

Sen. Hillary Clinton’s “Conversations With Iowans” Presidential Campaign Event
East High School – Des Moines, Iowa – Saturday Afternoon, January 27, 2007
Alan Young’s question:

Hello. Thank you. I’m Alan Young, and I’m a teacher of middle school students. One of my former students, Sara Hathaway, is right there, who asked a question (earlier). LAUGH   I’m also fortunate enough to be the elected president of the Des Moines Education Association here. APPLAUSE

We, of course, are very concerned about education and the direction of education that has been influenced quite heavily, we think in a negative direction, by the current version of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, which we call “No Child Left Behind.”

We certainly know that “professional pay” is very important, but one of the fundamental flaws that we think there is in that law is that there’s not been much “professional say” about (from) those closest to the children and what really teaching and learning is about. 

Certainly the notion that student learning is not necessarily equal to test scores is something that we would like for you to take back to the Education Committee as Senator. APPLAUSE  And also that our kids are “whole” kids and they have to have all their parts developed, not just narrow reading and math. APPLAUSE  (Hilary - Right. Right. Right.)

Our concern is that, while the slogan itself sounds very good, to “not leave children behind,” we all believe in that slogan, it’s not just been an empty promise and it’s also based on really flawed premises. And I guess we would hope that we would not be too quick to reauthorize it “as is,” and that we really talk about the language and framing that is in there that is really meant to push toward privatization of schools and vouchers and other things like that. And that we can also, then talk about really returning our schools back to the places where we develop human beings and citizens, who thrive in a democratic society and a diverse changing world, and are not just there to improve their test scores. So I’d like to hear from you about that. APPLAUSE

Hillary Clinton’s response:

Well, thank you so much! APPLAUSE

Well, I think that the analysis you just laid out is very persuasive, because test scores do not equate with learning. Test scores should not be used to define the worth of any child. APPLAUSE   Test scores are a snapshot of a moment in time and they should be used as a diagnostic tool.  Because, I do believe in accountability. I believe that we’ve got to figure out whether kids are learning and what more we need to do to “incentivize” their learning and try to help them become the people God meant them to be. 

But what has happened under this relentless pressure on test scores is exactly as you described. We have essentially limited the access and experience that our children have. And this goes back to the doctor’s first question: one of the reasons I would argue that we have an increase in obesity is we no longer have physical education. We no longer let our kids go to “playground,” play outside, have that experience. APPLAUSE   So, you know you’ve got to see life holistically. And we’ve taken children and basically said “there’s only one way to learn, and here it is, and we’re going to test you on it.” So what does that do for the children who are artistically inclined? What does that do for the children who are imaginative and need some time to develop their skills and their understanding of life? APPLAUSE

So here’s my plea, I have been working on school reform issues since 1983, when my husband asked me to chair a committee in Arkansas. And we came up with a lot of ideas. And the debate has gone on ever since then. But what’s happening is that we’re not really hitting the targets we even set. And I would argue that some of those targets are the wrong targets, but we’re not even hitting those. We are not increasing the number of young people going into math and science. We’re not turning out more engineers and researchers to compete with China and India. 

So, we’ve got to rethink this. And that’s what I hope we can do with the “No Child Left Behind” debate that’s going on in the Congress. 

For the video version

Check out Alan Young asking Hillary Clinton about ESEA at this web link...

http://64.253.100.148/Documents/RandD/HillaryClinton-AlanYoung.wmv
